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Jane,

My presentation is attached, but quickly the issues were:

1. some universities won't sign the current germplasm exchange document and we don't have a
 voice in getting it changed. Reachthrough issues.
2. the implementation of a new, international project to deploy genomics on the world 
germplasm collections and how this interfaces with the treaty.  Questions about how this 
applies to sequence data from accessions covered by the treaty. What if information is used 
without seed exchange?  The missing crops in Annex 1--how to deal with those (e.g. soybean).

-scott

On Jan 23, 2015, at 9:53 AM, Jane DeMarchi <jdemarchi@amseed.org> wrote:

I think our talks definitely had a very big impact.
 
Scott, could I trouble you for a few bullet points on why you support ratification.  You 
had some good examples in your talks about problems you are encountering. That will 
be helpful as I visit Senate offices and in my continuing dialogue with APLU.  

Best,
 
Jane DeMarchi
VP, Government and Regulatory Affairs
American Seed Trade Association
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Research focus: use of Crop Wild Relatives (CWRs)

To increase diversity in breeding programs

Source of genes for climate adaptation

Germplasm exchange is key to research

Pigeonpea and chickpea seeds from India





Challenges with SMTA











DivSeek: a Digital Seed Bank

Meetings sponsored by the Global Crop Diversity Trust in Colombia, Thailand, USA and Germany to discuss how to better use CWRs and genomic tools to explore crop genebanks.

Digital Seed Bank:

Sequence the > 7M accessions in ~1750 collections





Premise: Vast collections of germplasm, well curated, but not well described.  How do we find the variation we need to solve current and future problems?













DSB issues

How does the SMTA apply to sequence information? 

If benefit is realized without use of seed, can compensation be expected?

Goal is to have sequence tied to specific seeds/propagules.

What about crops not in Annex 1?



















US should be a signatory so that we can at least participate in discussions on changes in the Treaty and SMTA.
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6.7 In the case that the Recipient commercializes a Product that is a Plant Genetic Resource for
Food and Agriculture and that incorporates Material as referred to in Article 3 of this Agreement, and
where such Product is not available without restriction to others for further research and breeding, the
Recipient shall pay a fixed percentage of the Sales of the commercialized Product into the mechanism
established by the Governing Body for this purpose, in accordance with Annex 2 to this Agreement.
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6.11

The Recipient may opt as per Annex 4, as an alternative to payments under Article 6.7, for the

following system of payments:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

The Recipient shall make payments at a discounted rate during the period of validity of the
option;

The period of validity of the option shall be ten years renewable in accordance with Annex 3 to
this Agreement;

The payments shall be based on the Sales of any Products and of the sales of any other
products that are Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture belonging to the same
crop, as set out in Annex 1 to the Treaty, to which the Material referred to in Annex 17 to this
Agreement belongs;

The payments to be made are independent of whether or not the Product is available without
restriction;

The rates of payment and other terms and conditions applicable to this option, including the
discounted rates are set out in Annex 3 to this Agreement;

The Recipient shall be relieved of any obligation to make payments under Article 6.7 of this
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6.10 A Recipient who obtains intellectual property rights on any Products developed from the
Material or its components, obtained from the Multilateral System, and assigns such intellectual
property rights to a third party, shall transfer the benefit-sharing obligations of this Agreement to that

third party.
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Source: WIEWS 2009; Country reports; USDA-GRIN 2009
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Feeding the future

We must mine the biodiversity in seed banks to help to overcome
food shortages, urge Susan McCouch and colleagues.
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From: Scott Allen Jackson [mailto:sjackson@uga.edu] 
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2015 8:11 AM
To: Bretting, Peter
Cc: Jane DeMarchi; NICKSON, THOMAS [AG/1000]
Subject: [GRAYMAIL] Re: APLU letter to Senate Committee on Foreign Relations


 
This is good.  I hope they follow up wiht face-to-face meetings to reinforce this.
 

scott

 
On Jan 23, 2015, at 8:05 AM, Bretting, Peter <Peter.Bretting@ARS.USDA.GOV> wrote:

 
See attached.  Not sure if our presentations at the Jekyll Island meeting had any influence on this.

 

Thanks,

 

Peter

 

Peter Bretting

USDA/ARS Office of National Programs

Room 4-2212, Mailstop 5139

5601 Sunnyside Avenue

Beltsville, MD 20705-5139

Phone 1.301.504.5541

Fax 1.301.504.6191

Mobile Phone 1.301.346.7719

E-mail peter.bretting@ars.usda.gov 

Web site: http://www.ars.usda.gov/research/programs/programs.htm?NP_CODE=301
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