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Peter, Please find letter attached.

scott

On Jun 3, 2014, at 3:08 PM, Peter Gresshoff <p.gresshoff@uq.edu.au> wrote:

Dear colleagues,

This letter is the pre-amble to the request letter attached here.

In collaboration with TerViva Inc, a biofuel firm in Oakland (CA), 
and after preliminary discussions at PAG (2014) and JGI in Walnut
 Creek, we have the opportunity to have the DNA sequence of 
the legume tree Pongamia determined by JGI. We are excited 
about the progress and the interest.

David Harry (Chief Scientist of TerViva, and strong 
experimentalist) and I ask you to please provide a letter of 
support by June 12th. We chose a diverse group of po
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Center for Applied Genetic Technologies 


111Riverbend Road ● Athens, Georgia 30602-1680  USA ● Telephone (706) 542-5607 ● Fax (706) 583-8120 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 


Saturday, June 7, 2014 
 
Joint Genome Institute 
Department of Energy 
2800 Mitchell Drive 
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
USA 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to support the proposed project “Developing a low-coverage genome sequence for the 
biofuel legume tree Pongamia pinnata” being submitted for your consideration.   
 
This project has been jointly conceived and written by Prof Peter Gresshoff at the University of 
Queensland (Australia) and Dr. David Harry, R&D Director at TerViva, Inc, a private bioenergy firm 
based in Oakland, California (USA).  As such, this proposal represents the wide-ranging interests and 
perspectives of a growing pool of international researchers and practitioners working on the biofuel 
tree pongamia.   
 
As Drs. Gresshoff and Harry point out, having a reference genome for pongamia would greatly 
accelerate the pace and breadth of research needed to support our growing understanding of 
pongamia’s biology and use as a biofuel crop.  Moreover, developing such a public resource now is 
timely because it will augment genomic tools newly available for other legumes such as soybean, 
Medicago, Phaseolus, cowpea and pigeonpea.   
 
As for my own activities, having access to a pongamia genome sequence would assist my lab’s 
research in understanding the evolution of traits and adaptation within the legumes. We have used 
many of the JGI genomes (e.g. soybean, common bean and others) to better understand how legumes 
have adapted and evolved to a broad range of environments and to produce valuable oils and 
proteins. 
 
Beyong the immediate value of the sequence itself, I am optimistic that the availability of such a 
resource would serve as a catalyst to hasten the development of pongamia as a potentially valuable 
biofuel crop.   
 
Sincerely,    


  
Scott A. Jackson 
Georgia Research Alliance Eminent Scholar and Professor 
Director, Center for Applied Genetic Technologies 
University of Georgia, Athens 
sjackson@uga.edu/706.542.4021 


 






tential supporters to strengthen the broad utility of the anticipated sequence.










Please let us know if you are not avaialble for this 'support group effort'.





We attach a draft support letter as well as a preliminary draft proposal sent to JGI just 3 days ago. Please not that it is only a draft and read length as well as anticipated, or even needed, coverage may need to increase. All depends on funds available
 to Jim and Jeremy.





Thank you for your anticipated support. Note I copied Dave at TerViva to allow transmission of any documents directly to him.





Best wishes,





Peter






Peter M. Gresshoff



Director and Professor

Centre for Integrative Legume Research (CILR)

The University of Queensland

St. Lucia, Brisbane QLD 4072

Australia

phone: 61-7-3365-3550

fax: 61-7-3365-3556 



www.cilr.uq.edu.au







 You’ll then contact:  Rajeev Varshney, Gary Stacey, Scott Jackson, Pedro de Leon and Gary Seaton (including Gilberto Grando and Philippe Lenain at your discretion).  








OK—it’s now late Friday afternoon here…   I think I’ll go outside and relax by mowing the grass!





Best,

Dave













David Harry, PhD

Research Director

david.harry@terviva.com
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